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only too common. The continuity of this long valley is further
attested by the remarkable uniformity of its climate; it forms
a huge hot-air funnel, the base of which is on the tropics, while
its extremity reaches 37 degrees of northern latitude. Hence it
comes that the Semoom, unknown in the far more southerly
regions of Syria and Palestine (my readers are, I trust, too well
informed to fall into the popular error of confounding the spe-
cific and gaseous Semoom with the Shilook or Sirocco of Syria,
Malta, and even Italy), pays occasional visits to Mosoul and
Djezeerat 'Omar, while the thermometer at Bagdad attains in
summer an elevation capable of staggering the belief of even
an old Indian, at least from the Bombay side.

The products of IJasa are many and various \ the monotony
of Arab vegetation, its eternal palm and ithel, ithel and palm,
are here varied by new foliage, and growths unknown to Ncjed
and Shomer. True, the date-palm still predominates, nay, here
.attains its greatest perfection. But the Nabak, with its rounded
leaves and little crab-apple fruit, a mere bush in Central Arabia,
becomes in Haea a stately tree; the papay too, so well known
in the more easterly Peninsula, appears, though seldom, and
stunted in growth, along with some other trees common on the
coast from Cutch to Bombay, Indigo is here cultivated, though
not sufficiently for the demands of commerce; cotton is much
more widely grown than in Yemamah; rice-fields abound, and
the sugar-cane is often planted, though not, I believe, for the
extraction of the sugar; the peasants of IJasa sell the reed by
retail bundles in the market-place, and the purchasers take it
home to gnaw at leisure in their houses. Corn, maize, millet,
vetches of every kind, radishes, onions, garlic, beans, in short,
almost all legumina and cerealia, barley excepted (at least I
neither saw nor heard of any), cover the plain, and under a
better administration might be multiplied tenfold But a heavy
land-tax and arbitrary contributions have deeply discouraged
the agriculturist no less than the merchant For centuries
JJasa had carried on a flourishing commerce with 'Oman,
Persia, and India on the right, and with Basrah and Bagdad
on the left, nay even with Damascus itself, in spite of* political
hostility and local distance. For the cloaks of Has a manu-
facture, and the embroidery which adorns them, are alike mi-
rivalled ; such delicacy of work, such elegance of pattern, arc